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PHILADELPHIA FURNITURE SHOW ANNOUNCES NEW 

PARTNERSHIP WITH THE FURNITURE SOCIETY TO HOST 
EMERGING ARTIST COMPETITION 

The Furniture Society will host the competition for next generation furniture artisans. 

Philadelphia (October 2015) – The Philadelphia Furniture Show announced today that The 
Furniture Society will host their Emerging Artist competition. This competition builds 
recognition and support for next generation furniture artisans. The Philadelphia Furniture Show 
showcases exceptional artisan quality furniture and is the longest running exhibition of its kind. 

“Our show brings together the best artisan furniture makers in the country and we’re eager to 
support the next generation of furniture makers,” said Stefa Normantas, show managing 
partner. “We are delighted to collaborate with The Furniture Society on this competition. 
Their strong national presence and member support will help shine a spotlight on some of the 
best emerging talent.” 

“We’re excited to host the Emerging Artist Competition. Promoting the new generation of 
makers is something that we take great pride in,” said Steffanie Dotson, Furniture Society 
Board President.  

The Philadelphia Furniture Show’s “Emerging Artist Competition” encourages the furniture 
makers of tomorrow and is open to any current student, apprentice or student that has 
graduated in the last three years. The Furniture Society’s panel of judges will evaluate the 
submissions and choose the winner. Skill, craftsmanship, design, innovation, beauty, and 
presentation will all be taken into consideration when judging individual pieces. 

The winner receives a free booth at the show, complete with lighting and promotional 
exposure as well as a free mentorship session from a Furniture Society jury member. The 
contest deadline is February 14, 2016 and applicants can enter on the Philadelphia Furniture 
Show’s website. 
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“This is an amazing opportunity for a furniture student, recent graduate or apprentice,” said 
Normantas. “Their work will be reviewed by the finest furniture makers in the country and the 
winner will have their work recognized nationally.” 

 

Philadelphia Furniture Show 

In concert with the City’s centuries-old tradition of fine woodworking, the Philadelphia 
Furniture Show (www.philadelphiafurnitureshow.com) has exhibited exceptional, artisan-quality 
furniture and furnishings annually since 1995. Exhibitors are juried based on the quality of their 
work. The Philadelphia Furniture Show is produced by Green Tree Events, the producers of 
the New England Made Giftware and Specialty Food Shows (www.nemadeshows.com). 

The Philadelphia Furniture Show is scheduled for April 8-10, 2016 and will draw more than 
2,000 visitors to the 23rd Street Armory in Philadelphia over the three days. 

#phillyfurnitureshow 

 

About The Furniture Society 

Founded in 1996, The Furniture Society is a nonprofit, educational organization headquartered 
in Durham, NC.  The Furniture Society has members across North America, and as far-
reaching as Australia and Europe.  Its mission is to advance the art of furniture making by 
inspiring creativity, promoting excellence and fostering an understanding of this art and its place 
in society.  For more information or to become a member, please call 828-581-9663 or visit 
www.furnituresociety.org 
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